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UCO Student Concert Chorale Receives Support to Perform in Italy
The UCO Concert Chorale, a student vocal ensemble, will be performing throughout Italy as part of a study and
performance tour May 13-19. The group received funding from the UCO Top Ten Partners Program, a fund
established through private donations which is used to enhance students’ educational experiences. Students will tour
and perform in a variety of historical locations including Rome’s Vatican City, Florence, and Venice.

UCO Students Serve More Than 3,000 Hours of Community Service
The UCO Annual Big Event kicked-off on April 12 with more than 480 students volunteering the day to help
with community service projects across the metro area. The event, organized by UCO’s Volunteer and Service
Learning Center, allows students to volunteer their time to assist with a variety of scheduled service projects
throughout the community.

UCO Paralympic Athlete to Compete in 2008 Games

UCO resident paralympic athlete TJ Pemberton has earned a spot on the U.S. Archery team set to compete in the
2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing, China. Pemberton, a Guthrie native, will join a team of seven other archers who
have also been recognized as having the highest international rankings in the sport. UCO is one of only two designated
U.S. Paralympic Training Sites.

UCO Jazz Ensemble Takes Top Honors

The UCO Jazz Ensemble I, led by Director Lee Rucker, recently was named “Outstanding College Jazz Ensemble”
at the eighth annual North Texas Jazz Festival in Addison, Texas. Ensembles from across the country submitted
audition tapes with only a handful of submissions selected to perform live for judges at the prestigious festival. As
the winning ensemble, UCO was invited to perform live on the main stage before the festival’s evening headliner,
The David Benney Quiartet.

New UCO Violence Prevention Office Opens on Campus

UCO Student Affairs recently received a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice to fund a new Violence Prevention
Office on campus. The $1 million grant was distributed among five Oklahoma universities including UCO. The
office will not only serve as a confidential resource to students affected by sexual assault and related crimes but also
as an educational resource for violence prevention programs on campus.

UCO Recelves ‘Best Practices’ Recognition Two Years in a Row

UCO is the first university in the region to win the Southern Association of College and University Business Officers’
(SACUBO) “Best Practices” Grand Finalist award two years in a row. The “Best Practices” awards highlight the best
of college and university business officers’ efforts in creating improved and more efficient business practices. UCQO’s
sustainability proposal bested four other universities to win the title of Grand Finalist and earn recognition as the
top “best practice” university in the Southern part of the nation.

UCO Cheer Squads Win Big at National Competition

Three UCO cheerleading teams won national honors at the National Cheer Association and National Dance Alliance
Collegiate Championships held in Daytona, Fla. last month. The UCO large co-ed cheerleading squad brought home
the national title while the small co-ed squad just missed a national title of its own, placing second in its division.
The UCO Dance team had an impressive finish as well, placing ninth overall in its division.
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